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o Great cities are strange phenomena. It is wrong to compare
them with beehives, for in a beehive the wish of the individual has
been unquestioningly sacrificed to the good of the community.
sHad we ascended from the bee perhaps the greatest happiness we
could achieve would be an unspectacular death in the service of
London. 4 But in London, as in all modern cities it is the () that
counts. 5 Our eight millions split themselves up into ones and twos:
olittle men and little women dreaming their private dreams,
pursuing their own ambitions, crying over their own failures, and
rejoicing at their own successes.
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