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o Widely replaced by more affordable and convenient ballpoint

and rollerball pens, today fountain pens as everyday writing tools

are rarely seen. , Precisely for this reason, they have caught the eye
of collectors.

s For collectors, an item’s value is increased not only by
how rare it is but also by how many colorful stories are told about
it, and the long history of the fountain pen contains many.
«» The fascinating origins of the pen, for example, are inseparable
from the development of writing itself.  We all know about
China’s crucial invention of paper around 104 A.D. for brush-
writing with “India ink.” oBut consider the Egyptians’ earlier
use of hollow reed pens to write on papyrus some 4,000 years ago.
» What is this if not the basic principle of the modern
fountain pen, the ideal pen whose “fountain” would not run dry?
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Historians suggest that even these very early writing instruments
can be seen as having a sort of internal tank which could supply
ink steadily to the writing tip.
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@ The fascinating origins of the pen, for example, are inseparable from the
development of writing itself.

(® We all know about China’s crucial invention of paper around 104 A.D. for
brush-writing with “India ink.”
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® But consider the Egyptians’ earlier use of hollow reed pens to write on
papyrus some 4,000 years ago (= ZEfER) .

@ What is this (= |B{&E#R) if not the basic principle of the modern fountain
pen, the ideal pen whose “fountain” would not run dry?
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